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When the DVD is placed in the player, the
following menu appears:

The Last Presentation introduces a minority group of 35 million
Americans. Surveys show that many people have ndge feelings
about them. One of the group members might be youriend or your
fellow student. This prejudice exists because fekmow anything about
this minority. This video attempts to show their luman face.
What is the minority?

Press PLAY to find out.

Script of The Last Presentation, version 3.
Black, then superimpose the titles on opening scene
The Colorado Coalition of Reason
COCORE
Presents
The Last Presentation.
Thirty students are in a high-school classroom. Soe students are in
groups, standing and talking. Others are sittingn chairs. A bell rings
and everyone takes their seat. At the front of theoom stands the
Teacher. In addition to the usual school furnishigs, there are posters,
a DVD player, and a large monitor on a stand. Entethe Presenter
(Sara Price).
O’'Steen:  Nice to meet you, Sara Price.

Price: Thank you for inviting me.

O'Steen: Yes. (Pause) Everyone, class, let’'s waite Ms. Price.
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Hello, everyone. Why don’t you tell me abouthe speakers
you've had so far.

We’'ve had Catholic priest and a Protestantinister. We
also had a Jewish rabbi, a Muslim Mullah, and a Budhist
Monk.

And here | am, standing in front of you, givng the last
presentation. After all of those speakers from thenajor
religions, what's left? What's left are the approxmately
750 million people in the world, 35 to 40 million bwhich
are Americans, people who don’t have a religion oa belief
in a god or gods. Linguists have a way of addinghaA in
front of a word to mean not. Atypical means not tpical
and asymmetrical means not symmetrical. Well, if yo
believe in a god or many gods or goddesses you'ralled a
theist. Folks like me who don’t believe in gods & called
Atheists. (Pause.) | dott know if you realize how hard itis
for meto get to the spot that I'm standing on. When there
are social science classes on diversity or compar ative
religion, atheists like me are seldom invited to speak. Most
high school studentsdon't get the opportunity to talk with
an atheist. Sol hopeyou'll take advantage of my being
hereto ask questions and express your opinionswhile
giving me a chance to express mine. | encourage you to
interrupt me at any timeto ask questionsso | know you're
awake. (smile)

Student B raises hand.
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Question in the back

| mean like | understand thewordsyou're saying, but isit
trueyou REALLY don’t believein God? I'm having a
hard time under standing that.

L et me give you an example to show you where l’m coming
from. Can someone move that monitor? (Monitor is
moved.) In March 1997, 39 people gathered in a
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mountaintop mansion in San Diego. | believe the aa was
called Rancho Santa Fe. These people committed cidie.
Why did they take their own lives? They committed gicide
because they believed they were going to be “transped”
(makes quotation marks with fingers) to a space spiin the
tail of the Hale Bopp comet. That mass suicide hagened in
1997 and the group was called HeavenGate. (Shows
video of humans being transported to comet) How do we
know what they werethinking? How do wereally know
they expected to be transported to a spaceship hiding in the
tale of a comet? We know because, befor e these people took
their own lives, they sat in front of a video camera and
shared their beliefs. (Pause) | feel sorry for the families
and friendsthey left behind. It must have been aterrible
ordeal for thesurvivors. | believeit was especially tragic
because| don’'t know anyone outside of the Heaven's Gate
cult who believed that therereally was a spaceship in the
tail of the comet. Well, guys and gals, from my point of
view as an atheist, all religionsare asunbelievable as
Heaven's Gate. Spaceships hidingin thetails of comets,
virgin birth, reincarnation, seventy-two virgin brides
waiting for martyrsin paradise, ten thousand gods, the end
of theworld, voices from a burning bush, direct
communications with an invisible god, or thunderbirds, to
me, they all come under the categories of myth,

super stition, or wishful thinking. (Pause.) Pink T-shirt?

Aretherealso different kinds of atheists?

Yesthereare. We havethefoolish oneslike me who admit
their lack of belief in public and the smart oneswho
mumble something about not being very religious.

Different kinds of atheists? Not really. Thetermsatheists,
freethinkers, and nonbelievers are basically the same, folks
who have no belief in agod. Secular humanists say people
find their morals by examining the effects of their choices,
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but we're all in the same boat. We admire logic, r@son,
and science. We encourage separation of church asthte.
And we’re also big on accepting responsibility folour
actions and being moral and ethical. One of our pmary
goals is to prevent people from forcing their religpus views
on us. Resisting religion has caused problems foenturies.
Let me give you an example. In 1609, Galileo impued a
Dutch toy to construct one of the first telescopesUp until
that time, there had been an argument that had gonen for
a hundred years about whether the earth was the céar of
the solar system or whether it revolved around theun.
Galileo turned his new instrument on the night skie and
saw the moons of Jupiter. He made mathematical
calculations, and then wrote books that supported
Copernicus’ heliocentric theory of the earth revoling
around the sun. In Galileo’s time, many learned paple
believed in the Copernican theory, but didn’t say s in
public, partially because it was a theory with no poof and
partially because of opposition from, among otherghe
Catholic Church. Why was Galileo’s discovery so
important? It was a mark against the Church becaus they
had insisted that God via the Pope had said the earwas
the center of the universe and now they had been @ven
wrong. More importantly, in a very dramatic fashion, it
changed the way people thought. Before, when peepl
looked towards heaven or paradise it was “up therein the
clouds. The second your mind changed to thinkingfahe
earth as a rotating sphere moving through the solasystem,
circling around the sun, you were no longer lookingip, you
were looking OUT, away from the earth. Things woud
never be the same. Want to know what a dramatic
difference it made. Take an easy chair to a widepen a
space like a pasture. At dawn, sit facing eastward(Shows
picture of rising sun at dawn.) As the horizon beigs to
brighten, all of your senses tell you that you arenotionless
and the sun is rising. However, with your knowledg of our
solar system, thanks to Copernicus, Kepler, and Gééo,
your brain will assure you that you are on a giantotating
rock that is moving you eastward at hundreds of més an
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hour. Concentrate and your sense will experience
something that early humans never could, that theus is a
stationary point and the earth is rotating. Yeah, ight there.

Aren’t you afraid that when you deny Godyou’ll die and
burn in hell?

No. Saying that hell exists doeshmakeit so and we
atheists have never seen any evidencethat it does. An
earlier version of hell was a freezing cold chasm, beforethe
popular version of eternal fire. Ever wonder wherethe
model of a hot hell came from? Some academics say you
should look at pictures of volcanoes or visit Hawaii.
Chasms of molten lava equals eternal fire. Burning magma
equals brimstone. And the hydrogen sulfide smell of rotten
eggs equalsthe smell of Hades. Of coursethe question of
hell isclosely related to the other question, the big question.
What happens after you die? We believe that when your
brain and body stop working, that'sthe end of life. No
reincar nation, no resurrection, no ghosts, no nothing, you
dieand that'stheend of thestory. Yeah, I'll get you in just
aminute. Wethink that if you only have onelifeto live,
you have an obligation to liveit to thefullest. Yes, the
guestion in the back.

My pastor said thereisa scientific theory called I ntelligent
Design that provesthat God exists. So what do you think
about that?

When you give presentations like this, you often get the
same questions. One of my friends, Tim Englert,

inter viewed a scientist about Intelligent Design. 1'd liketo
sharethat interview.

Price pointsremote and monitor lightsup.

Monitor shows Tim Englert sitting facing Matt Y oung.

Englert:

Okay, Matt, nonbelievers are often asked about I ntelligent
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Design or ID. Now some people say Intelligent Degi is
based on science.

Intelligent Design Creationism has nothing® do with
science. It's the latest round of a fight betweescience and
certain dogmatic religious beliefs.

The latest round?

| suppose it began in earnest about when tHaquisition
burned Giordano Bruno at the stake for claiming thd the
stars were suns like ours, and then sentenced Geald to
permanent house arrest for claiming that the earthrevolves
around the sun. The Inquisitors put what they waned to
believe ahead of what science plainly showed. Iiiigent
Design Creationists do the same thing. They pretdrthat
evolution is false or shot full of holes when in f& it's not.

Well are science and religion in conflicthen?

Absolutely not. Some of our best scientis&re religious,
and they find no conflict between their religious keliefs and
their scientific efforts.

How does science work?

Real scientists try to find out WHETHER somehing is true,
they don't try to show THAT it is true. They test the results
of their ideas and theories against actual measur#bdfacts.
Or else they perform experiments, get new unexpeate
results, and try to account for them theoretically. Finally,
they publish papers and let other scientists examatheir
results. By contrast ID Creationism have publishedbarely
three papers in ten years, and not one of those has
impressed main stream scientists. ID Creationismaks
nothing even vaguely scientific. It merely annoures that
evolution is so complicated it could not possiblydwve
worked without external help. That is, ID Creatiorism says
God did it, (maybe less emphasis) but it providestbaolutely
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no evidence that evolution could not have happenetithout
God’s help. It simply masquerades as science.

Masquerades as science?

Yup. Real scientists start with a questiomand try to find
the answer. They don't start with the answer andry to
justify it. We now know for example that Darwin’s idea of
natural selection is not the complete answer. Undegertain
conditions, mechanisms other than natural selecti@can
also drive evolution. We found these mechanisms lagking
guestions and looking at the answers that Nature g& us.

And Intelligent Design theory?

The Intelligent Design Creationists in starkcontrast
presume the answer. There must be a god because
everything is so complex and it works together soell. God
must have intervened in evolution to make everythig come
out right.

How do they justify this claim?

As far as | know, there are no tests or resgch to support
this wishful thinking. Just a handful of oversimpified
mathematical calculations and an excellent marketig plan.
Intelligent Design is the modern successor to Creianism.
In fact, that'swhy | insist on calling it Intelligent Design
Creationism. It'sthelatest in a seriesof failed
philosophical argumentsthat do not stand up to timeand
science.

Well Doctor Young, thank you for sharing your views and
appearing before our cameras.

Your very welcome.

Fadeto black, then to Price.
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We atheists think Intelligent Design is Creabnism dressed
up in a three-piece suit by a PR firm from MadisorAvenue.
Question by the column.

So you don't believe God created the etlr? Where do you
think we came from?

| don’t believe that God created the earththe universe, or
even Wal-Mart. | think natural processes created te world.
| think generally, Darwin had it right. Natural selection or
evolution was the sculptor of the species. Youngdy in the
blue T-shirt.

Isn’t it true that this is a Christian n ation, since almost
everyone in America is a Christian?

Is this a Christian nation? You all ask womlerful questions.
I’'m so impressed. Not long ago, Tim Englert also
interviewed a history professor about that very qustion.
(Operates remote again and the monitor lights upTitle
shows Dr. James Denton, University of Colorado atdilder,
History Department

Dr. Denton.
Hi, Tim.

We often hear people saying that America is Christian
Nation. Now as a historian, what do you think abouthat
claim?

Is this a Christian Nation? The questionlisould probably
be, What is separation of church and state? Let mgive
you a little historical background. From the first day that
the first Pilgrim sat foot on the sand at PlymouthRock a
battle began over a simple question, “Should the ttzens of
this new land be ruled by secular law or by religias text?
In round one, the Reverend John Winthrop ordered Rogr
Williams out of the Massachusetts Bay Colony because
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Williams was very critical about the colony’s not piacticing
true separation of church and state. And the bat# was on.
Although there were some secularists amongst therba
settlers, the average person acknowledge a Supreieing.
Many were devout theists, and others avoided rockmthe
boat by not addressing the subject. Decades lateturing
the painful process of creating the Constitution,lie framers
argued. They fought over many things from personal
liberties to trade, to economics, to geography. Hy
whispered their concerns about slavery, but the rejious
guestions were always there. Maybe not in the fofi®nt,
but they were always there.

What kind of questions?

Ah questions like, should there be churcheixes? Should
there be a national religion? Should Americans has
religious freedom? Thomas Jefferson first used theerm,
“A wall of separation between church and state,” irhis
1802 letter to the Danbury Baptists. Three yearsfter the
Constitution was ratified by a majority of the colmies, the
Bill of Rights was created. The first amendment aatains
what is known as the establishment clause. (Dentqmcks
up book.) Let me read that to you. Congress shathake no
law respecting an establishment of religion or protiting
the free exercise thereof.

Did the establishment clause settle theugstion?

Absolutely not. To describe the discussienas heated
between groups who liked or disliked the wall woulde an
understatement. (Pause) Well | almost said that the
arguments raged back and forth between both sidebut
that wasn'’t true. Neither side was truly united. It was
more a loose affiliation of opposing sides with comon
goals.

What were the battles about?
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Monuments for public display, slogans prinéd on currency,
military chaplains, religion in schools, and many ther
subjects. A milestone came decades later in 194Justice
Hugo Black echoed Jefferson’s wall of separation phse
when he wrote the majority decision for the UnitedStates
Supreme Court in the casdeverson versus the New Jersey
Board of Education. Now that decision defined parameters
and basically said that you could not force your rigious
views on others.

Well did the 1947 Supreme Court decision gte the

guestion?

(Laughs) Of course not. If it had, you woldn’t be here
talking with me. The battle continues today betweethose
who wish to eliminate Jefferson’s wall and those wdhwant
to maintain it. The pendulum swings back and forth
between yes and no. Each side cheers or groansath
round of advances or declines. Come and see my
replacement in fifty years and we’ll see if theres a more
definitive answer.

Englert: (Laughs) Well I'll have my replacement do hat.

The monitor goes black.

Price:

Student L:

Price:

Saying America is a Christian nation becausthe majority
of Americans are Christians would be like saying sice the
majority of Americans are Caucasian that this a whie
nation. Neither one is true. America is not a Chstian
nation although the fight to make it one has beenajng on
since this nation was formed. Yeah, in the back.

You don’t believe in God. Do you belieg in good and evil?

Good and evil? It's all in your point of view. People can do
things that by any definition are terrible antisocial acts,
things that are harmful to others and | would callthose evil
acts. Ask an antelope what he thinks about beingagen and
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he’ll tell you the lion is evil. The lion will sayhe’s simply
having dinner. By the way, being philosophical abat it
doesrit stop the pain or the death of the antelope. Nations
go to war against each other. Our sideisfighting for god,
country, and applepie. Thefolkson theother sideare evil.
Thefolkson the other sidethink the same think only
reversed. Now that doesn't mean that people don't commit
evil actsin war becausethey certainly do. It meansthat the
definition of good and evil can change with your point of
view. When some people talk about evil, theimage that
comesto mind is Satan or the Devil. Sincewe atheistsdon't
believein gods, it followsthat we don't believe in devils.
Wedon't think of evil asa noun or a person. Wealso don't
believe that a person must bereligiousto bemoral. The
atheists| know act ethically. To us, that meansdon’t hurt
other people, don’t taketheir possessions, and don't lie.
Yeah, right there.

Isn’t atheism areligion, just like all the others?

Isn’t atheism just another religion? Yet another wonder ful
qguestion. Hey, | know thisisa comparativereligion class
and | am here, no doubt about that, but I'm not
representing areligion. 1'm representing a lack of religion.
Dictionary definitions of religion say thingslikerevering or
wor shiping a supernatural power or acreator or a
governor of theuniverse. Wedon't wor ship anything or
anyone. Think about the organization M others Against
Drunk Driving. Thosefolksaren't particularly religious,
but they do what they can to stop people from drinking and
driving. Weorganized atheists arethe same as Mothers
Against Drunk Driving except we'retryingto prevent
people from forcing their religious views on us. Want to
know something funny? If | had a magic wand that would
eliminatereligion, | wouldn’t waveit.

Why not?

Religion gives many people much-needed support. It
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provides the floorboards of their lives and givesitem
something to hang onto. Lots of religious peoplecdgood
things in charity. They tend to their flocks and hey help
those less fortunate. | wouldn't want to wave a wad that
got rid of them. However, all religions have their
fundamentalists. Many people from religions aroundhe
world join me in my concern about fundamentalists vino
feel they have the RIGHT, (pause) no, that's not t correct
word, (pause) they have the OBLIGATION to force thé&
views on others. Too often fundamentalists feel #t they
are the only ones with the correct answers and thest of
the world has got it wrong, wrong to the point thatit's
acceptableto beviolent. (Pause.) Having said that, |
supposeit’stimeto delveinto some of the difficult subjects
that have brought me here. Thisisthetough and
uncomfortable part of comparativereligion. If you've
studied history, you know the past isfilled with religious
wars and religious per secutions. The violence continues
today around theworld. Nineeleven isonly one of the
mor e recent. Remember that magic wand | talked about
before. Well, | wouldn’t waveit to get rid of religion, but if
| could, I'd surewaveit to get rid of religious harassment.
Here sanother video interview by Tim Englert on the
subject

Price pointsremote and monitor lightsup.

Englert:

I'd like to chat with you about school harassment. It's
always been around, big ones picking on little ones. Gender
bias, usually boysteasing girls. All of it’swrong but

har assing kids because of their race, religion, or sexual
orientation seemsto be especially cruel. Regrettably, on
rare occasions leading to suicide. COCORE often runsinto
poignant stories, but most victims are hesitant to be
interviewed on camera. |'d liketo share some actual cases
with you. A Jewish family, Wayne and Sue Willisand their
four kids, moved to Alabama for ajob transfer. Despite
complaintsto school administrators, the kids wer e victims
of blatant religious harassment. A teacher said, If the
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parents won't save the souls of these children, weave to.
In one instance, a teacher took hold of a Willis chd’s head
and forced him to bow down for a prayer that was cming
over the school loudspeakers. Two of the Willis cliren
were physically assaulted. One child was beaten Ihye
other kids. At a school assembly, a minister told student
audience that anyone who had not accepted Jesushas or
her savior was doomed to hell. A Willis child in tle
audience left, accompanied by jeers from her classtes.
She suffered nightmares for weeks. This case toplace in
1997 and was finally resolved in court. (Picks upnother
folder) Here’'s one more recent. In 2004, a Colodo grade
school girl says she was tripped jabbed, and subjid to
relentless harassment, called a lesbian and a paghacause
she did not believe in creationism. The girl thregened to
commit suicide to avoid being returned to schoolThere
were several other complaints about this school. t&t
harassment cases are solved, as this one was, wéhson
and empathy. (Puts folder down) When that doeshwork,
the process usually ends up in thecourts. Let’svisit with
two gentlemen who have been at the end of that process.

(Cut to courtroom scene, Englert walking down aisle toward two men
seated at a desk in front of ajudge’ s bench.)

Englert:

Golden:

Gamm:

Englert:

Golden:

Englert:

Hi Judd, Hi Gordon.
Hi, Tim.
Hi, Tim

| should begin by saying thank you both for agreeingto this
interview.

You know | understand that we wer e second choice, that
what you really wanted wer e victims of religious
har assment.

Guilty ascharged. Wefound plenty of victims, but they
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were all very reticent to go public.

It's so hard to get people like that to com forward. It's
both the pressure that they feel personally as wedls the
societal pressure that people feel that they jusan’t let
their point of view be know when it conflicts withthe
majority.

Does religious harassment happen very oft&

Well, unfortunately, there's been little changein my 30
year s of handling these kind of cases. There hasbeen
religious harassment consistently over the past 30 years.
The change now isthat you hear more about it because
ther e s so many more media outlets, TV stationsthat report
it. But theway it’s been, unfortunately iswhen thereisa
majority religion in a public school, so often that religion
triesto impose their particular religion or way of doing
things on the minority, often with the cooperation of
teachersand unfortunately in the sports venue with
coaches. That has been one of the most consistent and
unfortunate ways in which religious harassment has taken
place.

Theimpact that coercing other peopleto say thingsthat
they don’t believe, | think can be best under stood, since
perhaps most of you are Christians, to under stand what it
would belikeif you went to class and your teacher said
We're going to pray now, and the teacher began to start
praying to Mohammed or to Zeus. How would you feel?
And if you wereto say, oh well, it doesn’t matter I'll just go
ahead and pray because everyone elseisdoing it, it reflects
on your integrity. It clearly doesn’t reflect your beliefsand
to have other people beforced to say prayersor to be
compelled to be a participant in athletics that they haveto
go along and say thingsthey don’t believe, it underminesa
personsintegrity, and | think it reflects on our ability to
think for ourselves. That if other people can coerce usinto
thinking or to saying thingsthat don’t reflect what we
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value, then we dismiss and treat cavalier or justasually
the idea that we can say things that don’t reflecbur values.

As an attorney, what would you say to higlschool students
about religion and the first amendment.

The first amendment is an enduring and wonerful thing.
And the best part about it, the thing that providesthe most
protection for people of faith is the free exerciselause, but
what that means is that you can freely exercise you
religion, practice it as you wish without the govemment
telling you anything about how you're going to dotioutside
of government institutions. The establishment clage, the
other part of it says keep religion out of the gowv@ament. So
for those of you who have deep religious beliefs are
nonbelievers, however you see it, the place to pitaae those
beliefs and to express them is not when the govermmt is
supervising things, not when there is a teacher wething,
not when there is a coach trying to instruct a team The
time to do it is on your own time, with your own family,
with your own peer group, with your own religious goup.

Well, Judd, Gordon, thank you very much for agreeing to
appear before our cameras. It was very much appreated.

Thank you, Tim.

You're welcome, Tim.

(Scene change back to Tim'’s office. He enters asds.)

Englert:

| have another file that I'd like to share with you. It
concerns the U. S. Air Force Academy at Colorado $imgs.
In the 2004, the football coach was asked to remoeelarge
banner from the locker room that said | am a Christan
first and last. .... | am a member of teach Jesus Chst.
Between 2000 and 2004, cadets have filed over 50
complaints of religious discrimination, mostly abou
evangelism. Can you imagine? By filing these coragnts,
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the cadets have risked their careers. The reasohis case is
of major concern to COCORE is that the issue is fafrom
being settled. Some legislators and religious leak say
that separation of church and state should be igh@d and
that the evangelism should continue in the name éfeedom
of religion. I'd like to end our short discussionabout school
harassment with a short poem by the Reverend Martin
Neemueler.

First they came for the Commusts,
but | was not a communist sadid not speak out.
Then they came for the sociabsand the trade unionists,
but | was neither so | did not speak out.
Then they came for the Jews,
but | was not a Jew so | did hepeak out.
And when they came for me,
there was no one left to speakt for me.

Fade to black, scene cuts to classroom.
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We've talked about how atheists have a diffeant point of
view. Let me give you another hypothetical example
Someone you love very much takes ill. They grab éright
side of their abdomen and say they are in terriblg@ain.
You rush them to the hospital and the doctor saydhey are
having an appendicitis attack. What treatment do ya
think the doctor is going to recommend?

Cut ‘em open and remove their appendix.

Exactly. And what do you think is going tchappen if the
surgery isn't performed?

The person | love is probably going to .

You got it. Now, there are certain denominfons that
believe you MUST not shed human blood or receiveldood
transfusion, no matter how serious the illness. Tdir
method of treating appendicitis is to pray over thevictim.
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How would you feel if this organization said your bved one
could not have surgery because it was against Godisll?
In the second row.

But that would never happen. We don't hae any
restrictions like that here in school.

(Smiles.) | pledge allegiance to the flagf the United States
of America and to the republic for which it stands,one
nation, (holds hands out to students.

under God.

| never thought about religion forcing he words on
everyone. Youresupposed to beableto skip it if you want
to, but no one ever does.

In my opinion, students who complain about religion being
forced on them are either very brave, very concerned, or
both. (Pause). |'m about to show you another video
interview by Tim Englert. It'sthelast one, but it's about
two sensitive subjects. Although Tim asks about separ ation
of church and state, the woman talks about assisted suicide
and stem cell research. +'m not going to tell you whether
they areright or wrong. However, I'd like you to hear from
someone who hastheright to her opinions. It’sanother
interview with someonewho isdying. If thisvideo makes
you uncomfortable, please don’t hesitateto leave.

Price pointsaremote control and the monitor light up. The scene
shows a woman sitting on a sofa. Beside her isa cane. Monitor shows
Carol Predey. Itisanewsstyleinterview with Tim Englert.

Englert:
oSv:

Englert:

| don't have a picture.
Try three.

Okay. Ohthereitis. Hi Carol. Thank you for sharing your
views and appearing before our cameras.
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My pleasure, Tim.

Tell us your feelings about separation o€hurch and state.
Are you actually rolling?

We're rolling.

Oh, you're rolling. (Laughs.) Well | havea couple of
feelings about separation of church and state andhése
feelings have become more intense since | develop®&ldS or
Lou Gehrig’s disease.

And what are they?

The first is my concern about stem cell search. Stem cell
research has the potential for curing a number of deases,
including ALS. And it’s frustrating to me to know that
research is being curtailed because of religious befs that
not everyone shares.

| see. And the second subject?

The second subject, Tim, has to do with njyrognosis. As
you know, Lou Gehrig’'s disease is a fatal diseasé&nd
what happens during the progress of the diseasetisat
muscles gradually deteriorate and I'll eventually ecome
paralyzed. And one of the muscles that deterioratis the
diaphragm muscle. And so breathing becomes more dn
more difficult. Imagine you're breathing ability decreasing
atiny amount each day. Eventually it will lead to a slow
and agonizing suffocation. And I’'m also worried about
being a burden on my family at thistime.

But what are your options?

It’simportant to methat | have options at the end of my
life. And it’svery difficult for me envision what options
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would be legal for me to end my life if | so chooseThe only
one that seems available to me within the legal sicture is
refusing nutrition and hydration, but there should be other
choices. When your reality becomes worse than your
nightmares, it's time to think about unthinkable options. |
definitely don’t want to become a vegetable that my
husband has to take care of.

We’'re talking about assisted suicide.

We're talking about my choices. | don’t wat someone
using the power of the government to force their rggious
views on me.

You're very brave to share your feelings &out such a
sensitive subject.

Well, thank you, but sometimes | feel morangry than
brave. Here’s an example. A religious leader wastto
force-feed hospital patients over the objections @nly of
the family but of the patients legally expressed whes. Tim,
we're talking about tax-supported public hospitalsforcing
their religious beliefs on others. | hope that exjains why |
support the separation of church and state.

Thank you, Carol.

You're welcome. Goodbye.

(Fade to black, cut to classroom.)

Price:

Well, it's a nice day out there and | think t'stimeto enjoy
some of that wonderful sunshine. There are so many things
we could have talked about such as prayer in school,
abortion, homosexuality, sex education, vouchers, and
other s subjects but each one could take hoursor even days.
With limited time, | can only cover so much. (Pause) When
9/11 wasin the news, |'m sad to say that a couple of the
commentator s described the perpetratorsas atheists. That
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was the worst word they could use to describe sudal
religious zealots. And yet, we've just spent a da period
together with me telling you about atheists, tellig you how
we think and that we consider ourselves moral andtleical.
Telling you that we base our lives on reality and ot the
imaginary. Telling you that since we believe we dyhave
one life to live, we try to live it to the fullest. From my point
of view, life has never been better. Huge advances
medicine have brought longer life expectancies. Ene have
been quantum leaps in science and even space travel
Electronic miracles, coupled with better communicabns
and better transportation, make me believe that lié really is
wonderful. Sure there are challenges ahead, but ocmared
to my generation, you're smarter, better educatedhave
wider worldviews, and more sources of information gch as
the Internet than we could ever have dreamed of. [ie only
thing you lack is experience. Let me leave you wvitthis. |
hope that you will realize that atheists, humanists
freethinkers, or nonbelievers whatever you call usare
people just like you except we don't have a beli@h gods.
Thank you for your attention.

Applause, bell rings, students rise, BGM, some stedts leave, and some
gather around Price as credits roll.

THE END
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